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              MAUREEN O'BOYLE, co-anchor:

              We've been talking a lot lately about lead dangers.

              PAUL CAMERON:  But some say the concern shouldn't stop with

              just lead.  Barbara Pinson is On Your Side.  She has a

              health alert tonight.

              Barbara.

              BARBARA PINSON reporting:

              Well, you know what, guys?  Lead is certainly dangerous,

              but some actually say that mercury poisoning is worse.  And

              some doctors say they're almost always found together.

              Now, yesterday, I met a young man who suffers from both.

              His parents say he went from saying his ABCs to not

              speaking at all because of mercury poisoning, which they

              feel he didn't get from toys, but from his childhood

              vaccination.

              Mr. WALT NICKELL (Son Suffers from Mercury & Lead

              Poisoning):  We used to lay awake in bed at night and talk

              about how perfect he was, and how much he had to offer the

              world.  And what would he do with--with his incredible

              gifts that he had?

              He was beautiful.  He was smart.  He was so far ahead of

              the game.   He was going to be the large--and then he just

              went away.  He just kind of became a shell of himself.

              PINSON:  This is the young man Walt Nickell is describing,

              his ten-year-old son, Benjamin.  He doesn't speak and

              exhibits autistic behavior.  He's been this way for the

              past eight years.  The reason--

              Mr. NICKELL:  Benjamin had been impacted by the vaccines he

              received as--as a one-year-old.

              PINSON:  Vaccines the Nickells say contained a

              mercury-based preservative.  This animation from the

              University of Calvary shows what happens to brain tissue

              when it's exposed to mercury.  It basically eats away at

              the nerves.

              But tying mercury poisoning to vaccinations is a highly

              controversial topic.  The Nickells could care less about

              the politics of it all.  They just want to find a doctor

              who believed them and could help.  That led this Ohio

              family to Dr. Rashid Buttar in Huntersville.

              Dr. RASHID BUTTAR (Center for Advanced Medicine,

              Huntersville):  You will never find a child with autism

              that does not have mercury.
              PINSON:  Dr. Buttar spent years researching the correlation

              after his own son went through the same thing.  He found

              that most of us can push mercury out of our bodies, but

              some, like Benjamin, cannot.

              Dr. BUTTAR:  That's the problem, they can't get rid of it.

              They have genetic predispositions for the inability to get

              rid of the substances.
              PINSON:  IV treatments help remove the mercury.  Benjamin

              has been under treatment since May. And already, this

              socializing with his family is something Walt calls

              miraculous.

              Mr. NICKELL:  Well, he said daddy the other day for the

              first time in a long time.  He said mommy for the first

              time maybe ever.

              PINSON:  What a touching story.  And the Nickells say, for

              the first time in a long time, they actually have hope.

              Again, in this case, mercury is the main culprit.  But

              Benjamin says--but Benjamin also has high lead levels.  I

              mean, his lead levels are off the charts.  And again, what

              doctors are saying, you usually don't find one without the

              other.

              PAUL CAMERON, co-anchor:

              So real hope in this instance.  But if you've got--if

              you've been exposed to lead, you should look for mercury as

              well?

              PINSON:  Absolutely.  That's what a lot of doctors are

              saying you should absolutely do.

              CAMERON:   Barbara, thank you.

              O'BOYLE:  Can't imagine not being able to hear my baby

              speak.

              CAMERON:  No, that would be terrible.

              O'BOYLE:  Thanks, Barbara.

# # #

PAGE  
3

