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              MAUREEN O'BOYLE, co-anchor:

              Coming up, another massive toy recall because of lead.

              PAUL CAMERON, co-anchor:

              Some guidelines to follow if you think your child has been

              exposed to tainted toys.

                                     * * *

                              (Commercial Break)

                                     * * *

              CAMERON:  The government is again recalling hundreds of

              thousands of toys because of lead paint violations.

              O'BOYLE:  WBTV's Barbara Pinson is on your side tonight.

              And, Barbara, it's really important for the people who are

              buying these toys--the grandparents or the parents--to stay

              on top of this.

              BARBARA PINSON reporting:

              Absolutely.  It's--it's, basically, detrimental because at

              this point, awareness is really our best defense.  And you

              know, we just got one a little while ago.  These little

              gift sets for girls, sold at Limited Too, they're also

              being recalled.  But it doesn't necessarily stop at lead.

              Now, granted I started out to do a story just on lead

              today.  But then, I met a family who says they're dealing

              with a lot more than that when it comes to metal

              poisonings.

              Dr. RASHID BUTTAR (Center for Advanced Medicine-Cornelius):

              Generally speaking, it's not just one metal.  So, if these

              things have lead in there, they're going to have nickel,

              they're probably going to have cadmium, they're probably

              going to have mercury.
              PINSON:  And that's something we want you to keep in mind

              as we explain this story.  But first, take a look at the

              toy recalls, where lead is the only focus.  These Elite Ops

              toys, sold at Toys R Us, are being pulled from shelves.  So

              are these Galaxy Warriors, typically sold at Family Dollar

              stores.  We're talking 380,000 of them.  Plus, the

              nonprofit group Consumers Union did its own tests and found

              many more products still on the market with high levels of

              lead.

              So, what are parents to do after, of course, getting rid of

              tainted toys?  We checked in with Dr. Rashid Buttar at the

              Center for Advanced Medicine and Clinical Research.  He

              says people need to determine how long a child has been

              exposed to a lead-tainted toy.  If it's short-term--say, a

              month or less--then a quick three-minute lead screening can

              reveal a lot.

              Dr. BUTTAR:  If it's something within that window,

              absolutely.  That's all you really need.  If--there are

              other scenarios that they've had toys, and they find that,

              'Wait a second.  This is a toy, and I've had four other of

              these toys for the last year,' then that screening test is

              really going to give you a false sense of security, at

              best.

              PINSON:  And that's when the more aggressive screenings are

              needed.  And it's those screenings that can usually point

              out other things, like, mercury because, again, some

              doctors say you can't get the lead--or you sometimes find

              lead with mercury, and mercury...

              CAMERON:  Often.

              PINSON:  ...with lead.  And if you guys think that, you

              know, that mercury isn't as dangerous, I want you to meet

              10-year-old Benjamin.  He hasn't spoken in eight years.

              There he is.

              O'BOYLE:  Oh my god.

              PINSON:  And his parents say it's because of the lead and

              mercury poisoning.

              O'BOYLE:  Are we going to have more from him?

              PINSON:  Absolutely.  We'll have the whole story tomorrow.

              O'BOYLE:  OK.  And we want to let you know that the Center

              for Advanced Medicine offers free lead screenings for kids

              age three and under.  And if you'd like more information,

              go to our Web channel, wbtv.com, and look under All Access.
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