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              CHRIS MYERS, co-host:  Right now let's welcome in Ned Jarrett if we 


   can.  And, Ned, can you hear us OK?

              Mr. NED JARRETT (Former NASCAR Race Car Driver):  Yeah, I 

              hear you fine.

              MYERS:  Good.  Chris Myers, with Sean Farnham.  Sorry.  We're out at 


   the California Speedway.  We had some technical problems.  I just 
   
   wanted to make sure you could hear us OK.

              All right.  And let me just--for people listening, I know racing fans know 


   Ned's a two-time NASCAR champ.  Of course, as a broadcaster, he had 


   the pleasure of calling Dale Jarrett's Daytona 500 win, more than 50 


   wins in his career.  And we'll talk a little racing.

              But, Ned, also I know you want to talk about health and in terms of 

   dealing with your health.  How is your health these days?

              Mr. JARRETT:  Well, it's dramatically improved now.  I had some 


   problems back in 2002, some vascular problems and having a lot of 


   chest pain and shortness of breath.  And I went the traditional 
 
   route of catheterizations and stents being installed and had that 


   done twice in the summer of 2002.  And it really didn't help the 


   problem that much.

              And so I started checking into alternative medicine and learned 


   about chelation and got hooked up with Dr. Rashid Buttar in 


   Huntersville, North Carolina, and he has dramatically turned things 


   around with the chelation program.  And I'm on no medications 


   now.  I play golf three to five times a week when the weather's fit. 


   And it's vastly improved, and I'm very thankful for that.
              MYERS:  Yeah, well, it's an amazing story.  There are different ways, 


   obviously, to clear up certain illnesses and having overcome that, as 


   someone who's spent a life in NASCAR and has relatives involved in a 


   high-risk reward sport, how did you think about that?  Or did that cross

              your mind when you were facing this?

              Mr. JARRETT:  Well, I actually learned about chelation through my 


   son Dale.  He was talking to someone, and he called me one day 


   and said, 'You should check into this.'  And I did and learned what 


   it could do.  Just take the heavy metals and things out of your 


   body.  Of course, it's done by IVs.  And it's not too time-consuming 


   and not painful at all.

              And it's just something that made a lot of common sense to me 


   that going that route could be better than maybe taking a lot of 


   drugs and not improving that much.  And I'm very thankful that I 


   went that route.
              MYERS:  Ned, let's talk about the--today's Sprint series and the 


   changes that have been made.  Do you like the car of today that used to 


   be the car of tomorrow from last year and the racing that we're seeing? 


   Do you think it's a good thing for the sport?

              Mr. JARRETT:  Yes, I do.  In fact, I've been a fan of that car since 


   NASCAR started developing it several years ago.  I felt that the bigger 


   greenhouse that it has, opening up a bigger area of air, a hole in the air, 


   would help.  It would slow the cars down a little bit, and the main thing,

              of course, it's much safer than the cars they had in the past.

              And I feel that in the long run that it is going to produce better racing, 
 
   and I don't think that we could expect much more than we saw last week 


   at Daytona.  It'll be interesting to see.

              I think the real test is going to be this weekend in California and next 


   week in Las Vegas, to see how it performs on that type of racetrack.  It 


   might take the teams a little while to get them adjusted right for that type 


   of a track because that's a different animal than racing at Daytona with 


   the restrictor plates on the cars.  But I believe that it's going to prove to 


   be the right thing for NASCAR to have done.

              MYERS:  Ned Jarrett, the former champion of NASCAR and 


   broadcaster of the sport with us on Fox Sports Radio.

              A thought of Dale Earnhardt, Jr.'s transition out of DEI, the future of 
  
   DEI.  Do you think it's in jeopardy?  And does Junior finally win a  


   championship with Hendrick Motorsports?

              Mr. JARRETT:  I do believe that his--the possibilities of him winning a 


   championship are better where he is now, and I don't think it will be the 


   demise of DEI.  I think that they will pick up and still be competitive. 


   They have some good talent over there with Mark Martin and Martin 


   Truex, Jr., and they have a lot of good people in the organization.

              Certainly it was a more high-profile organization when Dale, Jr., was 


   there.  But I don't think that'll be too devastating for them.  But, I believe 


   that Junior has an opportunity now to really show what he can do.


   And I think that he went a long ways towards that at Daytona.  He 


   finished ninth in the Daytona 500, eighth or ninth or whatever he was, 


   but--which is not what they had hoped for.  But he was very competitive 


   and had won a couple of races leading up to the Daytona 500 and 


   seemed very comfortable there.  And I believe that, yes, that he has an 


   excellent chance to win a championship there.

              SEAN FARNHAM, co-host:  And Chris Myers already mentioned it 


   earlier.  We'll never forget the moment when your son Dale crossed the 


   finish line at the Daytona 500 and you on the call, and the emotion that 


   was flowing out of you.  Talk about your son, though, overall in his 


   driving career.  What are you most proud about?

              Mr. JARRETT:  Well, people ask, as we've traveled around the country 


   since that 1993 Daytona 500, what has been the highlight of my career, 


   whether it was driving or broadcasting or whatever it might have been, 


   and that was it.  To see your son pass the greatest race driver, in my 
              opinion, that's ever lived, Dale Earnhardt, on the last lap to win the 


   Daytona 500 was very, very special.

              And, of course, I had the opportunity to be working in the booth with 


   CBS on that event; a father-son combination doesn't get that opportunity 


   very often.  And we're just so thankful for it.  That was very, very special.

              Dale came along late, of course.  He was what people call a late 


   bloomer.  He didn't get opportunities, really.  I couldn't afford to fund 


   teams, to get him out there earlier to show what he might be able to do.  


   I always felt that he had a lot of talent.  I knew that he had a lot of God-
 
   given talent as an athlete because he proved in high school that he was 


   a good athlete in various sports.

              And so I felt that he could do it on the race track, too, if he had the right 


   opportunity, and those opportunities were late coming in his career.  But 


   once he got in the right situations he progressed very nicely and has had 

   a great career.

              And we're very proud of him.  We're just as proud of him for the way that 


   he handles himself off of the race track, the way that he treats other 


   people and cares for other people.  Those are the things that mean at 


   least as much to us as what he's done on the race track.

              MYERS:  And you should be proud.  A classy champion Dale has been, 


   like yourself, and, like you, following your footsteps into broadcasting.

              Before we let you go, not only your family, the Waltrips watching, the 


   Pettys and the Allisons, at the 50th running of the Daytona 500, and 


   reminded me of generations.  It happens in other sports, but I don't think 


   as much in any other sport than NASCAR, where brothers, fathers,

              grandfathers, where they just stay in the racing business.  Whether they 


   can afford it or not, they find a way to make it work.

              Why do you think NASCAR lends itself to that?  And has that changed in 


   recent times?

              Mr. JARRETT:  I don't think it has changed, and I think the reason that 


   we're seeing so much of it is we had great leaders.

              You know, the France family started it all, and they have a great family 


   tradition in the sport.  And then the Pettys came along, Lee and then 


   Richard and Kyle.  And just so many different families have come in.

              And it becomes a way of life.  My kids, when I was driving race cars, we 

   had to take them to the race track.  We couldn't afford a babysitter.  And 


   although Martha did stay at home sometimes with them, but still they 


   grew up around it, and it's just a natural thing for them to do.

              And I think that that has made major contributions to the growth of the 


   sport over the years, the fact that there have been so many families 


   involved, and it presents a family-like atmosphere.

              MYERS:  All right.  Well, Ned, we're glad you're in great health, and it's 


   always a pleasure to speak with you.  We hope to talk to you later in the 


   NASCAR season, all right?  Thanks for your time.

              Mr. JARRETT:  Thank you very much.  I look forward to the future.

              MYERS:  All right.  Great having Ned Jarrett with us on Fox Sports 


   Radio.
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